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Why do  
we have  
to go?
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“Hello?”

“is anyone  
there?”

“come on. you’d think 
you guys were a 

bunch of ghosts.”
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come out 
already!

no!

see, alicia, 
they got cold 

feet… hell, man, it’s 
forbidden!

but… that’s 
what makes it 

fun!
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already  
told your brother. 
we’ll go with you, 
but we won’t go 

in…

my parents  
told me to not 

even think about 
setting foot in 

there.

it’s  
dangerous!

i’m bored, and 
besides, nobody 
is going to find 

out…
it’s high time  

to explore the 
mall.

maybe your  
dad won’t because 
he’s always out 
working, but you 

know how my 
parents are… 
they’ll catch  

me!

i already 
told you!

my mom says  
you’re a verrry bad 

influence and that you 
do whatever you feel 

like, ha, ha…
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...i’m not going 
anywhere, alicia!

i still don’t 
know how you 
talked us into 

it…

because  
even though 
you whine a 
lot, you’re 

just as bored 
as i am.

ho, ho, you 
just ate 

your words, 
big time.

your  
sister is so 
stubborn.

i think she’s  
always been like  

that… she does what 
she wants and you  
don’t even see the  
scoldings we get  

from my dad…

are you two 
gonna stop 
gossiping? 

don’t you see 
we’ve made it?



it’s creepy, 
right?
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good after-
noon, antonio… 
have you seen 
your children?

oh, hello, 
kathy! 

alicia and 
 peque haven’t 

been with  
you?

yes, but  
they left 
before i 

could give 
them their 
homework.

don’t worry,  
they’re probably 

playing somewhere 
around here. i’ve 
been up to my el-

bows with this damn 
generator  

all afternoon. 

i suppose i can  
give it to them 

tonight at dinner. 

any news  
from the 
 capital?

hmmph… 
whatever...
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i don’t want to hear 
any news. i mind my own 
business, keeping this 

thing going.

we’ll hear at the 
next neighborhood 

meeting.

shit.



20

they won’t admit 
it, but management 
and maintenance is 
the responsibility 
of the neighbors 

themselves…

we have  
provisions for  
now, but the 
garbage and 

security depend  
on us. 

people who  
have someplace 

to go will  
leave sooner  
or  later…

and it’s nothing 
new… it’s been 
this way ever 

since the accident 
at the waste 

 facility.

i’m not even 
sure what we’re 

breathing in.

come now, 
 antonio, it can’t 

be that bad.

i guess…  
a few years ago 
we couldn’t even 
leave our houses 
at certain times  

of day…

although you’ve 
seen the junk 

floating around 
here…

if you trust  
the media, it’s now 
being maintained 
at acceptable 

levels…

in any case, 
moving isn’t 
an option  
for me.

anyway, 
out there 
things are 

even worse, 
and where 
would i go?

i understand… ever  
since i lost 

my husband… 
the truth is i 
don’t have a 

single  
reason to 

go…

well, i’ll let you 
get back to the 

generator.

i don’t 
understand a 
word of this 
gibberish!



antonio.

wh-what?

i know that ever since  
marta left you, raising 

your kids and working for 
the community has been… a 

 complicated burden…

but i am  
convinced that 
things will get 

better.

you’re a good 
man, antonio.



this is the 
plan.

like i promised,  
i’ll head into the mall 

and bring out the 
presents i find  

inside.

all you have to 
do is wait for 

me on the other 
side, under-

stood?

wish me 
luck!

head in, but be 
careful, dude!

please 
 hurry, 
 alicia…

good luck, 
fool!
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this 
one’s for 
peque… 
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mommy?





ahhh!

huh… 
shit…

...ouch, wow… 
that hurts…



i’m going... 
to put some 
weight on 

it...

holy shit.





i’m starting to 
get a bad feeling 

about this.
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why do you say 
that? do you 

think something 
happened?

she’s taking 
a long time.

i told you  
that it was a bad 
idea, this place 
gives me the 

creeps! 

hey, you can 
leave if you 

want to!

look,  
maybe i will. i’m not going 

in to look for 
her!

it’s starting to 
get dark and if we 
don’t head home 
soon, there’ll be 

trouble…

it’s always 
the same! 

i’m done with 
your sister!

and i’m  
done with 
this shit!

 i’m 
coming 

with you.

hey, don’t 
say that 

about alicia!
w-well…  

fine! you’re 
just a bunch 
of cowards!

ugh…

peque…



what the 
hell… what 

took you 
so long!

i…





sweetie.

where are  
you going?

out...

pick up speed 
and jump.

i’m floating!



i’m flying!

where do you 
want to go?

towards 
you, mom.

that’s not possible.

why not?

you belong in 
this place. you’ll 

grow up here, 
you’ll die here.



you’ll be  
buried here.

forgotten.

it’s as it 
should be.

who are 
you!??!

you’re not my 
mother! she’d 

never say that!

 no. i’m 
not your 
mother.



alicia, it’s me, 
dad…

how are you 
feeling?
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everything 
hurts… 
wh-what 

happened?

you were 
lucky, honey. 
peque and his 
friends found 

me.

you were in 
shock and you 
had lost a lot 

of blood.

i had to 
give you 

something 
to prevent 
infection. 
you had 

a reallly 
awful 

wound…

peque  
told me 

everything. 
let me remind 

you we 
forbade you 
from going 

there.

sweetie, 
 without medi-
cal assistance 
around, any 
accident can 

result in 
tragedy.

i… i… i don’t know 
what they told you, 
but it’s a lie! hell, i 
haven’t set foot in 

puertadeluz!

alicia, you’re 
grounded. what?!!?



but 
that’s 
not 

fair…

i don’t want to  
 hear about what’s 

fair, alicia! you’ll stay 
home for the rest of 

the week!

i’m sorry…

it’s always 
the same 
with you!

keep it up and that 
week will turn into  

a month!

well, i’ll  
just leave 

dinner here…

and your  
father and i 

will head to the 
neighborhood 

meeting…

you’re 
completely 

irresponsible.

like  
mom?

antonio, 
no!!

o
w
w
w
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kathy, 
we’re going 
to be late.

there  
there, 

sweetheart, 
you shouldn’t 

have said  
that to  
him…

after the 
meeting i’ll 
try to make 
him reduce 

the sentence, 
ok?

but you’ll have 
to stop with this 

nonsense.

rest, alicia, so 
that the wound 

can heal.
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kathy, don’t 
even think about 

lifting their 
punishment.

good 
evening…

there’s 
 nothing good 

about it.



45

sorry 
we’re late. 

a family 
issue came 

up.

we just heard! 
is your daughter 

alright?

yeah, she 
just gave 
us a scare.

how 
about if 
we go 
over 

today’s 
notes?

it’s going to be a 
long night.

alicia, are 
you mad 
at me? of 

course 
not, 

peque…

sorry,  
i wasn’t fair 

to you.

i got nervous.  
i th-thought 

you were going 
to die and  
that i…

...i would 
die too…

go on, 
silly! 
you’re 

my 
hero…

you saved 
me!

and you 
wanna know 
something? 

it was worth 
the risk be-

cause…



i found a 
 treasure!
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good news, 
sir. it’s possi-
ble that we’ve 
located her 
daughter…

i’ve just received  
the position on one 
of her former men 
who disappeared 
four years ago…

yes, sir, perhaps 
interferences, the 
mobile network is 

practically dismantled 
there…

we’ve located 
her in 

puertadeluz, 
yes… a ghost 

town…

uuuuhhh…
in any case, it’s  

possible this is useless 
information and that it 
won’t lead to marta’s 

whereabouts, sir. 

no…  
don’t worry, i 

understand how 
important this  

is to you.

i have to take care 
of something and 
then i’ll see to it 
personally, sir.

...oooopphhh….
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no, it’s no 
trouble at 

all…

you’re like  
family to me.

uuhhhhh... 


