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Asturian author Alfonso Zapico takes on the Basque conflict and the 
dark years of Euskadi

On the first day of winter in 2016, Eduardo Madina, a socialist politician who survived an 
ETA attack in 2002, and Fermin Muguruza, onetime frontman of the band Kortatu and a 
musical idol of Euskadi, met in the Basque city of Irun. Both shared coffee and conversation 
while Alfonso Zapico recorded the moment in his notebook. Those sketches were the 
genesis of Los puentes de Moscú [The Bridges of Moscow], which is the story of various 
generations of young Basques whose own history is drawn in black and white. 

In today’s world, where every day a new wall is put up somewhere, we need more bridges. 
This is a story of bridges, of human beings who, though wanting and fragile, long to 
unite two fringes of a shared society. Alfonso Zapico confirms: “To draw the dark years of 
Euskadi is to muddy your shoes in a puddle. Why do I do it? Out of curiosity, to see the 
source. Maybe the puddle itself is the source. In its depths you can see the sea.”
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