| AM :
/ NOT WORTHY

\ OF DYING LIKE
S JEus A

/WE HEARD YOU |
ALREADY

JoB YOURE
GIVING US4










WHAT'S GDING ON?
WERE FLYING 5D LOW!




M TRYING N
UT A NEw LANPING
TECHNIQUE THAT |
LEARNED FROM YOU

[ GET BACK IN Y
THE COCKPIT. /

WERE GOING
TO CRASH!
WERE ALL GDING

AND NOW?
THERE'S ND IMPACT.
THERE'S ND PLANE.
NOTHING...




TVE ALWAYS SUFFERED
FROM INSOMNIA, FROM
THE TIME | wAS A BOY,

NORMALLY | GO

TO BED ARDUND

10:30, AND SLEEP
UNTIL 1:00.

THEN NOTHING.

OFTEN TIMES | GET
UP AND GO OUT
TO THE STREET.

ITS A STATE IN WHICH
| CAN'T WORK, LEAVING
ME WITH DNLY THE
OPTION OF WALKING TO
CLEAR MY HEAD.

| WAKE UP TRYING TD IMAGINE
SOMETHING. BUT NOTHING COMES OUT.
| STAY LIKE THIS FOR HALF AN

EE IF SLEEP WiLL RETU
e T AGAINST A whiL,

EVERYTHING IS GRAY,
MUTED, DPAQUE. |

NO MESSAGE, ND
GHOST. THE MIND
REMAINS INERT.

GENERALLY | HEAD
TOWARDS THE
PIAZZA ol SPAGNA.

THOUGH LATELY
I'VE TAKEN
TD GDING DN
LONGER WALKS.




WHEN | STILL DROVE,

| USE> TO WANDER

ARDUND ROME FOR
ENTIRE NIGHTS.

| SOMETIMES ALDRE,
SOMETIMES WITH FRIENDS.
FOR ME IT WAS A WAY

e e
HAVE PASSED... v

wAS IT LIKE, FOR EXAMPLE,
IN MY CHILPHDOD?

DFf UNRAVELING
IT§ MYSTERIES.

AN IMPORTANT

] PART OF THE IMAGES

THAT CAME TO ME
CAME FROM FILMS.




o/ B
SCHOOL BOOKS, MUSSOLINI,
- JAND JULIUS CAESAR WERE ALL
| JUMBLED UP IN MY IMAGI-
L NATION WITH THE CINEMA.

0 GDING TO THE MOVIE
THEATER wAS A KIND OF
9 RITUAL, LIKE GOING TO CHURCH.

: [ |

7_.‘
g K

12

THOUGH CHURCH NEVER :
HAD THAT HOT AND
sok‘r ATMOSPHERE.

/]

| REMEMBER EXITING
ALDNGSIDE ALL OF THOSE
RESIGNED FACES, BACK TO
THE DARKNESS AND COLb.




" WHAT PARK
1§ THS? WHERE
AMR
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s ——— S

ROME 1§ A SUITABLE CITY FOR ME, IT'S THE ONLY CITY

DOMINATED AS IT IS BY THE HOLY CHURCH.
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1939, TERMINI
TATION, THE HUNGRY
J EYES OF THE SMALL-TOWN
Kio | REMAIN TODAY.

/' 1T WAS A TIME OF WAR,
7 BUT THE CHADS AND NEUROSIS

{ THAT HAVE BROUGHT D MUCH
J CRITICISM DN THIS CITY TODAY
pl> NDT YET ExIST.
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IN ANY CASE, ROME POSSESSES AN
ANCIENT wispOM, AND THAT IS WHAT
SAVES IT FROM THE ILLS THAT AFFLICT

B1G MOPERN METROPOLISES.

| SHE HELPED ME TO UNDERSTAND |
| THE ROMAN WAY OF LIFE. THE |
| CALM, THE SLEEPY IMMOBILITY |

or THE chY

7 HERE WE AR,
O ATING oN TiE

/” WHERE ARE YOU Y\
FROM? oD YOU CDME |
\_ FROM UP NORTH? ./

PARDON ME,
HOw CAN | GET TO THE
VIA MDNTECRMTD?

|| MAKES THEM TEND NOT
TO WASTE ENERGY...

" yEs, FROM
RIMINI.

IT'S §0 FAR...
50 FARL..

20 YOU HAVE TO
60 ALL THE WAY
THERE?

WHO'S MAKING
YOU 6D?
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IN THOSE bAYS | WANTER TD B
A DRAUGHTSMAN. MY FRIEND
THE PAINTER RINALPD GELENG
ND | TRIED TD EARN A LIVING.

T

ON ONE DCCASION
WE DECIPED TO OFFER
OUR TALENTS bECORATING
SHOP WINDOWS.




WE SPLIT UP AND | TRIED MY LUCK GEEAE, B4R LET. HE A

=0 WES SKETCH FOR REFERENCE. IT WAS A
AT A ‘:')':E TEJIEDSFAA\IE;ET?BTTOM S — : : PROVDCATIVE WOMAN TD ATTRACT

PLLLET YoU s |- - = | ~= || - THE ATTENTION OF PASSERSBY.
IT, BUT MAKE ) .
IT QUICK.

AH, THANK
YOU VERY
L MucH, SR,

PN —

| WASN'T USED TD
PAINTING ON THIS SCALE.
SOON A GROUP DF CURIOUS

ONLOOKERS FORMED ARDUND ME.

THE BDSS
I§ LETTING
HIM »D A
PAINTING.

| ASKED FOR A LADDER, ¥ o=
WHICH THEY BEGRUDGINGLY —
GAVE ME.

MAN DDING FOR
( THEM IN THE
STDRE?

&._. Wi e e 5N
[ IN EFFECT, THE SRAWING WAS
COMING DUT HORRIBLY AND 2EFOR- "
MEp. EVEN A LITTLE BOY WHD WAS |28 i THAT ONE SALESWOMAN WHD
NEARBY STARTED GIVING ME TIPS, S VO | - WATCHED ME §YMPATHETICALLY.
~r— 3 - 2 L qJ\ﬂ
! 7 You HAVE | e O N e > —~

f _ [ T0 FILL OUT

[ THE HIPS.
o2 o—

& ' |1 WAS IN A COLD SWEAT... EVERYDNE
WAS LOOKING ON, PuzzLEp, EXCEPT

2 he




_ /;CUSE ME,

couLD YOU
LEND ME A
WET RAG?

WHAT
HE NEEDS IS

of j TURPENTINE.
COURSE, Y / -l Y P

L H

A\ 8 THAT MAN STARTED YELLING AT by T
S| ME IN SUCH A WAY THAT | GRABBED MY ¢

20 You L THINGS AND FLEp SHAMELESSLY.
HAVE ANY ' l | |1 "

» TURPENTINE?

} SEEING THAT HE WAS COMING | it
AFTER ME, | STOPPED FOR A SECOND.

==

= o HAVE You
5 | SEEN WHAT -
\_ YOU'VE oONE? /S
=

BUT COME HERE, ‘ g 4 b e b
DON'T BE AFRAID! f & S e

W e - HERE, BUY
e L [ YOURSELF SOME
/1 5AD §
COME HERE!
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ON ANOTHER DCCASION, pOING PORTRAITS | [y Lookes AT uS wiTh RESPECT. THEY MUST HAVE
FOR RESTAURANTS, WE CAME ACROSS A | |coNSIDERED US SOMETHING TYPICAL OF THE METRO-
POLIS, AN INCREDIBLE AND CURIOUS PHENOMENDN.

SHE'S A REALLY
PRETTY LITTLE GIRL.
IT WouLp BE A BEAU-

SURELY YOU
WouLD LIKE TD HAVE
AN ORIGINAL SOUVE-
NIR OF ROME. i

.“
|

:

43

He)

(5
i

s
e

WELLY WHAT

IS THE MEANING | [ 4¢s Jusr sTARTING
OF THIS _ DUT AND HE STILL

NDF %Dlﬂ EA;ILEA;YE ; EVERYTHING FINISKED IN A STRANGELY
[ IF YOU LIKE, BRIN IN THE END THEY FAMILIAR, EVEN QUAINT ATMOSPHERE.

Two CHAIRS AND JDIN ) TREATED US TO PASTRIES IT WAS AS THOUGH WE HA2 RECEIVED
\__ U§ AT THE TABLE. = A WITH CHOCDLATE, SOME RELATIVES FOR A VISIT.

COME NOWw,

SIT DOWN o
AND WE'LL DROER | (&
DESSERT. {
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LUNCH WITH JUNG AND LILIANA
IN THE PIAZZA OF A LITTLE TOWN
IN LIGURIA (DR PERHAPS
SwITZERLAND).

JUNG IS AN EXTREMELY ]
HANDSOME DLDER MAN, FULL
OF PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL !
VIGOR, HIS GAZE IS CLEAR
AND SHARP. = |

rr w5 e

7 / 7 f | |

WE ATE SPAGHETTI AN BIT INTD THE SAME NODOBLE,
EVEN THDUGH IT ENDED UP ON ALL THREE OF DUR PLATES.
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5|1~ IT'S BEEN 30 YEARS SINCE | STARTED

||/ DRAWING MY DREAMS, IT WAS MY PSYCHD-
| ANALYST, ERNST BERNHARD, A DISCIPLE

_OF JUNG, wHD RECOMMENDED 1 00 IT.

2
iy A=
s

MORE THAN A HELPER, SHE wAS

[ MORE LIKE MY B0SS, DISCREET AND IN THE

BACKGROUND, LIKE A SPRITE WHO CON-

TANTLY ADVISED AND INSPIRED ME. 4

=z

| THINK THE INSOMNIA HELPS ME
REMEMBER MY DREAMS. SOMETHING GOOD HAD TO
| COME OF IT... WHEN | CAN'T FALL BACK ASLEEP,

/ AT LEAST
DURING THE TIME
AT TAKES TD GET

_ TO MY DFFICE...

24

SEEING LILIANA BETTI TOGETHER WITH JUNG NO pOUBT MAKES
ME REFLECT... SHE wAS REALLY A VERY IMPORTANT PERSON
FOR ME, AND EVEN FOR ITALIAN CINEMA IN GENERAL.
| REMEMBER THE CARICATURES | USEr TO MAKE OF

/OVER THE LAST FEWw YEARSS,
WE GREW APART... JUST ).

LIKE WITH 50 MANY PEOPLE
\_AND 50 MANY THINGS... /




IN MY YOUTH | HAB ND SPECIAL
INTEREST IN FILM, MY REAL
DBJECTIVE IN COMING TD
ROME WAS TD BE A CONTRIBUTDR
TO THE MYTHICAL SATIRICAL
REVIEW “MARCAURELID.”




IN MY IMAGINATION, THE
PUBLICATION OF “MARC'AURELID”
WAS AS IMPORTANT AS THE
COLOSSEYM, THE VATICAN, AND
ANY OTHER MONUMENT IN THE

ARRIVING THERE WITH
MY PORTFOLID AND MY
DRAWINGS WAS AN
EXHILARATING MOMENT.

|1 GREw VERY NERVOUS IN
FRONT DF THE DIRECTOR.
i VITD E BELLIS...

LATER ON, THERE | wAS. RUBBING
ELBOWS WITH ALL OF THDSE
GENIVSES WHD HAD BEEN MY [0OLS.

26

e |

| FELT AS THOUGH MY g
ROUGH FIGURE SKETCHES WERE e
! ‘,.‘, TOD RIPICULOYUS TD HAVE THE |
RIGHT TD INVAZE HIS SPACE. |

IN THAT ABSOLUTE
HAPPINESS, 1 COULDN'T EVEN
| IMAGINE THAT THAT WwDULD
DNLY BE THE BEGINNING.




IT WAS IN THDSE
DAYS THAT MY

FRIENDSHIP WITH ALDD |- 700

“MARC’AURELID” AND DTHER

PUBLICATIONS, | HAD BEGUN

WRITING VARIETY ACTS AND
THEN WRITING FOR FILM.

INCIPENTALLY,

HE NEVER olp END UP
ACTING AS DIRECTOR
DF ANY OF MY
FILMS...

WERE GOING
TO EAT IN
TRASTEVERE!

= .

ALpD WAS A SDRT OF

| GODP-NATURED FATHERLY DGRE

WHD BECAME THE GUIPE TD

BUT THOSE

| NIGHTTIME EXCURSIONS |
woUL> MARK ME FOR
THE REST OF MY LIFE.

e







THUS APPEARED AGAIN THAT SENSATION
OF PEACE THAT ERASES ANY TENSION.

LIKE IN AFRICA.

SOMETIMES IN ROME YOU CAN BREATHE
THE AIR OF PROFOUND TRANQUILITY.

THERE'S ANDTHER SPACE, ANOTHER
RHYTHM, ANOTHER FEELING OF TIME.

AFRICAN, PREHISTORIC, ATEMPORAL.
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DNE EVENING |
WDUND UP DINING
IN THE HOUSE Of

A BOURGEOIS

FAMILY.

HE SAlD
IT COMPLETELY
NATURALLY.

ANp
NOw, DEAR
FRIENDS:

AS THOUGH
WE WERE GOING
TO SEE A SHOW.

IN WHAT DTHER
CITY cOULp SOMETHING
SIMILAR DCCUR?







| MET .
GIVLIETTA HERE.
ON THE VIA DELLE
BOTTEGHE DSCURE,

GIVLIETTA WAS THE WOMAN OF MY DESTINY, | EVEN THINK OUR RELATIONSHIP
ALREADY EXISTED BEFORE WE MET FOR THE FIRST TIME.

THE HEAPQUARTERS OF THE ITALIAN RADID WAS LOCATED DN THIS STREET, AN® GIVLIETTA WORKED FOR A COMIC
THEATRE COMPANY. IN THAT MOMENT THEY WERE BROADCASTING A SERIES OF PROGRAMS, “THE ADVENTURES OF
clch AND PALLINA,” A PAIR OF NEwLYWEDS, THE TEXTS OF WHICH WERE MINE. GIULIETTA PLAYED PALLINA.
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| WANTED TO MAKE A MOVIE OUT OF
THOSE STORIES AND | CALLED GIULIETTA .
TO ASK HER FOR A FEw PHDTDS. 3

LATER | INVITED HER OUT TO ME GUSTARIA QUE NOS  (—
iR A KRR VIESEMDS PARA HABLAR.

DINNER AT A RESTAURANT.

WE TALKED AT LENGTH,
BUT IN THE END THANKS TD
THE WAR, THAT PROJECT
NEVER GOT OFF THE GROUND.

WE STARTED SEEING EACH
DTHER AND AFTER A YEAR
MORE DR LESS WE GOT MARRIER.

A \ ;

| GIULIETTA WAS LIVING WITH HER AUNT, AND NEXT DOOR m--rm}*
: A0 { DN THE SAME FLDOR, LIVED A MILANESE MONSIGNOR, MARQUIS LUIG! \\
i N CORNAGGIA MEpICI, PRELATE OF THE BASILICA OF SANTA MARIA —
' _MAGGIDRE. AS HE WAS VERY ELDERLY, THE VATICAN GAVE HIM PERMISSION
TO SAY. MASS AT HOME. HE HAD A PIECE OF FURNITURE THAT HAD BEIN
CONVERTED INTD AN ALTAR ANP T WAS THERE THAT WE WERE MARRIED.
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=T o

S o =
[ BUT WHAT . AL el
WA A

O OTHRES SNow N (L=
k ALL OF THE PHOTDS! :

DUR WEDDING...
WHY I§ EVERYTHING
COVERED IN SNDW?
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| MADE THE MISTAKE DF OPENING THE
DOOR TD THE BASEMENT, WHERE I'VE BEEN KEEPING
A POLAR BEAR.

THE BEAST PURSUED ME UP THE STAIRS, | HARDLY HAD TIME
TD SHUT THE POOR WITH ITS TINY AND RIDICULDUS CHAIN.

THE DOOR WON'T HOLB!

NOw I'M IN THE BATHRDOM
DF MY OFFICE. | DISCOVER
AN UNKNOWN PDOR.

I
UPON ENTERING | AM
SURPRISE? TO FIND
MYSELF IN A LITTLE
SECRET ROOM.

[ ALL OF THE suooEN
| AN ENODRMOUS LION
| APPEARS AT MY

| BACK, SNIFFING ME.

IF | DON'T FIND ANY FOOD
| STAND THERE
FROZEN, TRYING TO GIVE HIM, AND IN HERE

TO THINK OF THERE I§ TRULY NOTHING,
SOMETHING. WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME,
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i
e TONIGHT THERE 15 N ONE

IN THE PIAZZA ol SPAGNA.

1

WELL, ONLY KEATS'S GHOST.

| DFTEN COME ACRDSS HIM,
BUT WF DON'T USUALLY TALK.




(70 GO TD WORK.
| THEY'RE ExPEc-
_TING ME.

k, | SAID GET
31 IN THE FUCKING _
A TRUCKE 7 LEF ME AT
b1 LEAST LET MY
WIFE KN Ow.

THERE'S NO TIME
GET IN AND STOP |
PISSING ME OFFt /7




THE TRUCK HAD

A GERMAN STOPPED TO GREET HIM. |
OFFICIAL 1§ AND THEN AN ABSURD
PASSING BY. | I0EA DCCURS TD ME,

| GO AFTER HIM, BUT
THEN | DISAPPEAR DNTD

A LITTLE SIpE STREET
WITHOUT LOOKING BACK

EVEN FOR A SECOND.
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THAT NIGHT | GET HOME VERY LATE, AND THINGS THINGS ARE wWORSE THAN | EVEN IMAGINED,
BEING AS THEY ARE | IMAGINE GIVLIETTA MUST BECAUSE DF THE SCARE SHE LDSES THE BABY WE WERE
BE REALLY WORRIED. | RUN UP THE STAIRS. EXPECTING. SHE WAS FOUR MONTHS PREGNANT.

e e T ——

A 7 WECALLED HIM 80 plED
GOT PREGNANT AGAIN / LUTTLE FEDRRICO el <1 | HEAJ? LR;EE.EN ‘ GRAfrIEULk'IE;.{AALE;LwAs
AND THIS TIME LVIRY - | HE LDOKED JUST / BEDRIDDEN FOR SOME TIME.
THING WENT WELL. LIKE GIULIETTA, 1 .
- SHE WAS HAPPIER

THAN EVER.

BT WITHIN
(A rEw oAYS THE |
CHILD GOT SIcK. 4

AFTER THAT NEITHER
OF US THOUGHT OF HAVING
CHILIREN AGAIN.




I'M pROWNING ALONGSIDE THE RUINS DF
A SINKING HOUSE.

ROSSELLINI GRABS ME BY THE HANDS AND PULLSME UF
WITH HIS HELP | MIGHT MAKE IT.

| CAN SEE LA MALFA* OVER THERE ALMODST SUBMERGED;
| CAN'T 00 ANYTHING FDR HIM:

B80T wHAT ARE
{ You ooinG oN THE | %
\_FLDOR, FEDERI? X

P

%960 LA MALFA (1903-1979), DESIGNATED LEAOER DF THE ITALIAN REPUBLICAN PARTY.
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