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World rights

‘Us’ is the love story of Sara and Diana, and it is also the
story of Diana’s gender transition.

For eight years together as a heterosexual couple, Diana realized that she is a
transgender woman, and she confesses it to Sara. At the beginning, both of them
are afraid that this sudden twist in their relationship may destroy it, but they realize
that they are still in love and that nothing has changed between them. Now, they
have to come out and to deal with their family and social circle’s judgement.




IN A
VERY BINARY

THERE WAS A
LITTLE BOY WHO DIp
LITTLE GIRL THINGS

LIKE WEARING DRESSES

AND PLAYING WITH

POLLS.

«

EVER SINCE
HE WAS LITTLE,

HE KNEW THAT IN
REALITY HE WAS
NOT A BOY, '

BECAUSE OF
COVRSE,, O

«HS YOU ALL
KNOW, ONLY LITTLE
GIRLS CAN DO LITTLE
GIRL THINGS AND ONLY

LITTLE BOYS CAN DO
LITTLE BOY THINGS,.
STEREOTYPES DON'T

GREAT BOOK OF PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS



THAT'S
SOME
TRASH,
MAN,,

HEY!
WERE SARA AND

DIANA AND WEVE
COME TO TELL YOV

A LOT OF TRANS STORIES
STAZT THIS WAY, BUT IT IS NOT
A REGUIREMENT. THERE ARE

THAT'S RIGHT,

\ THAT'S RIGHT. WE ALSO PEOPLE WHO THINK THAT FOR A
PERUT-CNR LIFE WANT TO EXPLAIN WHY PERSON TO HAVE THE RIGHT TO
WE'VE STARTED THIS DECLARE THEMSEWES TRANS,
THEY HAVE TO HAVE SIGNALED
FIRST OF ALL,

THEIZ CONPITION FROM THE
BEGINNING. THIS IS AN,

ERROR!

WE SHOULD TELL
YOU THAT DIANA 1S
A TRANS WOMAN,

THIS 1S
A GENDER
STERECTVYPE.

“IF YOUNE
ALWAYS BEEN
— A GIZL, WHY
DIDN'T YOU PLAY
WITH pOLLS
AND WEAR
DRESSES?"

DiA




HEY, WE'RE NOT SAYING
THAT SOME TRANSITIONS ARE
BETTER THAN OTHeERS!

AND
THEY'RE
ALL
VALID,

WE'RE ONLY TRYING TO MAKE
IT CLEAR THAT THERE ARE AS MANY
DISTINCT EXPERIENCES AS THERE
ARE TRANS PEOPLE IN THE WORLYD.
EACH PERSON CHOOSES WHICH PATH
TO FOLLOW AND WHICH
NOT TO FOLLOW.

SO, WHAT WERE OV PERSONAL
GOING TO SHARE WITH EXPERIENCE, - OU;I;EEO(SEI}?SAMS
AUTOBIOGRAPHY! INIMITABLE! DOWN TO THE

VENTRICLES!

AND WHY
WOULD WE PROPOSE
POING SOMETHING
SO GORY? YOU ASK
YOURSELVES,.




THIS PROJECT BEGAN
AFTER WE REALIZED THE
NEED TO MAKE THE TRANS
REALITY MORE VISIBLE.

THIS COMIC HAS ITS ORIGINS
IN A Z4-PAGE FANZINE | DREW IN
2019, WITH THE EXCUSE OF
TAKING IT TO THE KBOOM
COMIC FESTIVAL.

8UT AT ONLY
24 PAGES, | FELT
UIKE IT WAS A

UITTLE SHORT,

IT'S BEEN Z YEARS SINCE DIANA
BEGAN HER TRANSITION AND WE HAD
ALREADY DEALT WITH TRANSPHOBIC

AND MISOGYNISTIC ATTITUDES.

IN GENERAL, PECPLE
ARE VERY POORLY INFORMED,
AND FREQUENTLY IGNORANCE AND
DISINFORMATION MAKE THEM HAVE
VERY DAMAGING ATTITUDES
TOWARDS THAT WHICH 1S

DIFFERENT FROM THEM.
—/
ﬁ

WHAT WE'RE GOING TO TELL YOU

HERE IS A TRUE STORY, WITH A FEW HENOHENO-
EXCEPTIONS AND EXAGGERATIONS MOCHEJI, THE
ALONG THE WAY FOR THE SAKE BRAINLESS

OF COMEDY. SCARECROW.

SO WE'RE GOING
TO USE THIS HENOJI
DUMMY TO SET THE
SCENE FOR VARIOUS
SITUATIONS WEVE GONE
THROUGH, KEEFING THE

O BRAIN 7
<7 NOGAIN™

INVOLVED PARTIES ON = CWVO <
THE SIDELINES. AP ATORID

* SCAPEGOAT



THIS COMIC DOESNT AIM TO BE MELODRAMA
NOR A GUIDE FOR TRANS PEOPLE. IT'S ONLY A
STORY ABOUT TWO PEOPLE WHO WERE NOT AS
CIS-HETERO AS THEY USED TO THINK,

GOING TO TELL YOU ABOUT
OUR BUSINESS, THROUGH A
— 8IT OF HUMOR. &

COME ON,
CIMMIBABY!

8UT WhY
THE HELL PO
WE HAVE TO
RUN IF IN
REAL LIFE WE
NEVER DO,

ON TO THE
ADVENTURE!







L
IT ALL STARTED BEFORE
WE LIVED TOGETHER.

1A

WE COULD ONLY SEE EACH OTHER
EVERY TWO WEEKS AND IT WAS

ABOUT TO BE DIANA'S BIZTHDAY,,

Y

| WAS CRAZY ABOUT HER COMING
TO MY HOUSE FOR A FEW DAYS,

IT'S WEIRD TO LAY
IT ON THAT THICK.
IS SOMETHING UP
WITH HIM OR
WHAT?

MAYEE
HE JUST
MISSES ME.

ALMOST HERE!
HOW EXCITING!

1 HAD NO IDEA WHAT
WAS ABOUT TO HIT ME,

—




| |

THE ANXIETY
WAS EATING
AT DIANA
FROM THE
INSIDE,

/ FINALLY!

| WANTED
TO SEE YOU
SO BADLY!

DIANA HAD
DISCOVERED SOMETHING
ABOUT HERSELF: SHE WAS
A TRANSGENDER WOMAN,

SHE WAS BEGINNING
TO GET ILLUSTRATION GIGS,
WE HAD BEEN TOGETHER
FOR 7 YEARS ALREADY AND
EVERYTHING WAS GREAT,,

BUT AT THE SAME
TIME, HER NEW REALITY
WAS BURNING INSIDE HER

WITH THE FIRE OF A
THOUSAND SUNS,

AND SHE KNEW
THAT THAT DISCOVERY

COULD UPEND HER ENTIRE
LIFE AS SHE KNEW IT,

SHE DIDNT
WANT TO
COME OJUT OF
THE CLOSET
AT THE COST
OF HER
HAPPINESS.

K




IT DIDNT TAKE LONG FOR ME TO
REALIZE THAT SOMETHING HAD CHANGED.

AN 1D10T,
SOMETHINGS
UP WITH YOV,

ARE YOU
GOING TO
TALK TO ME
OR WHAT?

OK, YES,.
SOMETHING 1S UP

BUT THEYVE
[ FORBIDDEN ME
[ # FROM TELLING
YOU,,,




I, WHO AM
NOT A
FATALIST OR
ANYTHING,
THOUGHT:

>

| DUNNO,,

IVE BEEN
SEEING A PSY-
CHOLOGIST,,

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN YOU
CAN'T TELL ME? IS
SOMETHING SERI-
OVS HAPPENING

TO YOV OR,.7

SHE AND MY
PARENTS THINK

THAT IT WOULD BE
BEST IF YOU
DIDNT KNOW
ANYTHING.,

THIS IS

THEY TOLD

ME THAT IF fjﬁ&ﬁi&”g BUT WHY
| TELL YOU e WOULD | HAVE
YOULL LEAVE ' To LEAVE
ME., You?

BUT | DON'T
WANT TO HIDE
IT FROM YOU!

WHAT
COULD BE
THAT 2AD7

GO,
HE'S DYING!

* TERMINAL CANCER



WOULD YOu
FEEL BETTER
IF YOU TOLD

ME WHAT'S
GOING ON?

’ AND WE'LL
SEE HOW
IT GOES,

OK... WHAT IS THE
WORST THING YOV
CAN THINK OF7

YOU'RE DYING!

SHIT THEN,
| DON'T
KNOW!

HMM... HAVE
YOV DISCOVERED
THAT YOU'RE GAY AND
YOU DON'T LIKE ME
ANYMORE?

ARE YOUK

DRUGS O SOME-
THING? HAVE YOU
KILLED SOMEONE? /

WELL THEN, | DON'T
KNOW WHAT COULD BE
THAT BAD,, DO YOU LIKE

PINAPPLE PIZZA7




LOOK... L. L. INE REALIZED THAT

IN REALITY | AM NOT A MAN,, | AM A
WOMAN,,, AND, | DON'T KNOW, A WHILE BACK
| REALIZED IT AND | DONT KNOW WHAT TO
DO BECAUSE ALL OF THIS IS A BIG MESS
AND MY BRAIN IS GOING ABOUT A MILE A
MINUTE SINCE | REALIZED IT BECAUSE |
LIKE MY LIFE EXACTLY THE WAY IT IS,

| DON'T WANT TO LOSE YOU OR
MY FRIENDS OR MY FAMILY AND | KNOW
WHAT COULD HAPPEN,. BUT NOW THAT | KNOW
WHAT | TRULY AM | CAN'T STAY LIKE | AM e »
NOW... AND,. AND,. | STILL LIKE WOMEN SARA,
1 LOVE YOU MORE THAN EVER,. BUT MAYBE
YOU DON'T LOVE ME ANYMORE,,,
BECAUSE OF WHAT 1 AM..,

7 WHAT 0o You




FOR FUCK'S
SAKE, WHAT A
RELIEF!
N L]

GOD, YOU SCARED
ME, FOR A MINUTE
THERE | THOUGHT YoU

WERE GOING TO TELL ME
THAT YOU HAD A MONTH
LEFT TO LIVE OR
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT!

OH, PLEASE,
WHAT A FRIGHT,
THANK GOOD-
NESS,.

THOUGH THEN,
ACCORDING TO
WHAT YOUNE SAID,,
YOU'RE GAY,




SO WHAT

\

SHE WONT START
LIKING MEN,
RIGHT?

SHIT, THINGS
BETWEEN US WERE
GOING SO WELL..,

1 DON'T
KNOW IF | LIKE

AND | LIKE

HEZ NAME AY
SO MUCH, AY
WILL SHE AY...

CHANGE IT7

WHAT WILL MY FAMILY SAY?

X SE QUERRA

SHE WON'T 8€ WILL | KEEP
[ avee Thev wowt ABLE TO JOIN VS FOR Opéﬁgﬁ 2 LIKING HER?
ACCEPT HER, FAMILY DINNERS,, - P

SHIT.

THE POOR
THING MUST
BE WORRIED
ICK.




WHAT
ABOUT YOV,

ARE YOU OK?

BUT

HOW
RE

1T HAPPEN?

ALL OF
A SUDDEN,
or,.?

HOW DI

DIp You
ALIZE?

NO, NOT
ALL OF A
SUDDEN,,

PO YOU KNOW
THAT SERIES,

SENSE 8?j

A TRANS
ACTRESS.

AFTER SEEING IT,
| COULDN'T GET HER
OUT OF MY HEAD.

- T WAS LIKE AN

OBSESSION,

’__11\



| GUESS WHEN

| SAW HER, |
IDENTIFIED WITH
MYSELF.

| SAW THINGS IN HER
THAT | WANTED.

THINGS MAYBE
| HAD ALWAYS
WANTED,. | DUNNO,,

DIANA HADN'T REALIZED
IT YET, 8UT IT WAS THE
FIRST TIME IN HER LIFE
THAT SHE SAW A TRANS
PERSON REPRESENTED
WITHOUT BEING A JOKE,
SOMETHING OUTLANDISH
OR BAD. SIMPLY BEING A
NORMAL PERSON,,

ﬂ\n | DON'T KNOW IF |

WANT THOSE THINGS IF
| CAN'T BE WITH YOu.

WOULD YOU LEAVE ME,.

IF | WERE TRANS?

1 DON'T KNOW
IF IT WOULD
WORK,.




/I‘VE NEVER THOUGHT ABOUTN
GOING OUT WITH A GleL, |

PON'T KNOW IF | WOULD LIKE
IT, | THINK I'M STRAIGHT...

BUT LISTEN, EVEN IF WE BROKE VP,
WE WOULD STILL BE FRIENDS, | AM GOING
TO SUPPORT YOU HOWEVER YOU NEED,
LET'S BE CLEAR ABOUT THAT..

BUT | DON'T

WANT THAT,,
| LIKE WHAT YOU
AND | HAVE.

| DONT WAN>I

EVERYTHING TO
GO TO SHIT
BECAUSE OF
THIS...

/” | DON'T EITHER! 8UT | DONT N
KNOW HOW THIS IS GOING TO
AFFECT US. IF THE RELATIONSHIP
DOESN'T WORK, IT WON'T 8E
HEALTHY FOR US TO STAY
TOGETHER,,

AND YOU CAN'T GO AROUND

HIDING WHAT YOU REALLY ARE
YOUR WHOLE LIFE JUST TO BE

WELL,
MAYEE I'M
NOT TRANS.

\ WITH ME! Y

THE
PSYCHOLOGIST
SAYS THAT SHe

THINKS THAT IT'S
ONLY THAT | DON'T
LIKE MY BODY AND
| SHOULD TRY TO
PUT ON SOME
MUSCLE AND LET
MY BEARD
GROW,.




Y M
FOR FUCK'S SAKE!
WHAT THE HELL ARE
YOU SAYING? ' p

I KNOW YOU AND YOU'RE NOT
AN IDIOT! IF YOU DON'T LIKE
YOUR BODY LIKE THAT, WHY
WOULD YOU TRY TO CHANGE IT
IN A MORE COMPLICATED WAY?7!

W VD

WHAT THE HELL DOES SHE
MEAN, PUT ON SOME MUSCLE
AND GROW A BEARD? HER
SOWTION IS TO TURN YOURSELF
INTO A LUMBERJACK?

T
\ DID THEY GIVE HER
HER DEGREE IN A

RAFFLE OR WHAT?! §

SPOILER: SHE DIDN'T.
SHE WAS TRYING TO LOOK
FOR EXCUSES TO REMCNE

TRANSSEXVALITY FROM
THE EQUATION. SHE WASN'T
INFORMED, NOR HAD SHE
STUDIED GUESTIONS OF
GENDER IDENTITY. IT WAS
LIKE ASKING AN
OPHTHALMOLOGIST TO
PERFORM OFPEN HEART
SURGERY, BECAUSE IN THE
END, THEY'RE BOTH
DOCTORS,

I/SHE’S THE

PROFESSIONAL, | GUESS
SHE MUST KNOW WHAT
SHE'S DOING,,




NEITHER ONE OF US REALLY KNEW WHAT TO PO OR HOW TO REACT. AFTER THE
INITIAL COCKTAIL OF EMOTIONS HAD PASSED, WE BECAME AWARE OF THE
SITUATION AND REALITY WEIGHED HEAVILY ON US.

OUR RELATIONSHIP,
SOMETHING WE HAD
TAKEN FOR
GRANTED, LIKE A
FIXED POINT IN
TIME AND SPACE,
WAS TEETERING
OFF COURSE
BECAUSE OF
SOMETHING WE
COULDN'T CONTROL.

SO WHAT PO
WE PO NOW?

WITH THINGS AS
THEY ARE,. | THINK
THAT THE BEST THING
TO DO WOULD BE TO
SPEND THE WEEKEND
IN PEACE.

AND SEE
HOW THINGS
EVOLVE.




DIANA WENT BACK HOME.

WE SPENT
THE WHOLE
WEEKEND

WITH THE
ELEPHANT IN
THE ROOM.

AND |
\/ COULDN'T STOP

THINKING THAT
EVERYTHING
\ WAS GOING
- TO SHIT. ‘

DURING THE TWO WEEKS THAT PASSED BEFORE WE COULD SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN, LOTS OF
THINGS WENT THROUGH MY HEAD. SOME OF THEM WERE VERY UGLY AND I'M NOT PROUD OF THEM.

THE TRANS PARTNER

WHY ME? THING COULDN'T HAVE
HAPPENED TO SOMEONE
ELSE INSTEAD, NO.
WE
COULON'T N
JUST 8€E > 5
NORMAL 2
PEOPLE. - FUCKING
LGET MOVEMENT,
WHAT A MESS.

senssaneeielslel JUST THAT, TYPICAL THOUGHTS

= T ——— DECONSTRUCTED THE
CIS-HETEROPATRIARCHY THEY
WERE RAISED IN.

OF A PERSON WHO HASNT R—



. —— — o
| TRIED DISTRACTING \
MYSELF FROM THE
EVERY-
SUBJECT HOWEVER | THING'S
COULD, SO AS NOT gt BAD.
TO OBSESS OVER IT. o )
L J_L : ' ! c '
Mow STER 1
e——— _“_-—'=_—— =
————— 'ﬁﬁ:
mowSTER L N == —| | READ MONSTER &Y
) ' =] UrASAWA ALL IN ONE |
MONSTER 20 (= GO. THE ENTIRE |
. = SERIES LASTED ME |
ONSTER 1§ I THREE DAYS.

N :

| WENT TO MY PARENT'S TOWN, WHICH 1S
SOMETHING THAT ALWAYS RELAXES ME A LOT.

ON THE BUS, WITHOUT WIFI OR ANYTHING
TO READ, ALONE WITH MY THOUGHTS, |
COULDN'T STOP THINKING ABOVUT IT.

BETWEEN THAT AND THE
CARSICKNESS, | ARRIVED IN
1 AN EPICALLY HORRIBLE MOOD.

EVERYTHING'S

SORRY, MOM.
L




DURING THE TWO
WEEKS APALT, WE HAD
BEEN AVOIDING THE
SUBJECT SO MUCH
THAT WHEN WE SAW
EACH OTHER AGAIN,
WE STAZTED FROM
SQUARE ONE.

0

| TEND TO THINK EVERYTHING
IS GOING TO TURN OUT BADLY.

e

1 WAS CONVINCED
WE WOULD BREAK
UP AND | WOULD
BE LOSING
SOMEONE VERY
IMPORTANT FOR
ME.

--———ﬁ

I‘

. 4\

o

DIANA FELT LIKE
HER LIFE WAS
COLLAPSING.

AND SHE FELT LIKE SHE WAS BOTHERING
EVERYBODY AND THAT SHE WOULD KEEP ON
BOTHERING THEM IF SHE KEPT GOING.

5

SO SHE DID WHAT SEEMED LIKE
THE BEST THING FOR EVERYBODY.




TO HELL
WITH IT.

~\

D,

/

IT'S GOT TO BE WHAT THe
PSYCHOLOGIST SAYS.

LOOK, 1 PON

THAT | DON'T
LIKE WHAT | SEE IN
THE MIRROR, OR THAT
| NEED TO MATURE,,

NO, IT'S FINE,

THE DRAMA 1S

OVER

8UT, BUT,. ARE YOU SURE?

'T THINK YOURE
GOING TO GET OVER THIS
OVERNIGHT, DO YOU?




| DECIDED TO
TAKE WHAT SHE
SAID ON BLIND
FAITH. EVEN
THOUGH DEEP
DOWN | KNEW IT
WAS IMPOSSIBLE
FOR IT ALL TO
HAVE GONE AWAY
JUST LIKE THAT.

BUT IT WAS
SO BASY.

GOING ON LIKE
BEFORE WAS SO

— ] COMFORTABLE,,
/7

S

K] IT WAS THE FASTEST

WAY TO GET BACK TO

NORMAL, SO WE 80TH
WENT WITH IT

UNGUESTIONINGLY.

NOW | REGRET
— | LETTING MYSELF
GET CARRIED

AWAY BY IT.




AT WA

TWO YEARS
PASSED LIKE
THIS.

—, |

WE DIDN'T BRING IT
UP AGAIN.

EVEN THOUGH |
DECIDED THAT IT
HAD BEEN A
SERICUS ENOUGH
MATTER SO AS
TO NOT FORGET
ABOUT IT AND
LET IT MATURE
IN THE BACK OF
MY MIND.

H|
iu

)

1 KNOW DIANA, SHE'S A PERSON WHO

APPRECIATES TRANGUILITY A LOT.

SHE WOULDN'T
HAVE DISRUPTED
EVERYTHING AROUND
HER IF IT HADN'T
BEEN REALLY
IMPORTANT. SO WE
PLAYED DUMB WHILE
THE “PROBLEM"
SIMMERED.




THERE WERE TIMES
THAT YOU COULD TELL 11 11 11
EXACTLY WHAT DIANA & - —
WAS UP TO. g
0 0 q B
g 0 0 0 b
R s . S
D [0 OS] [Omwema) [0l ®mal
L{ OH YES!
o J F TAa -1 N NN NN

| DIDN'T THINK
YOUD WANT TO SEE
IT, SINCE IT'S NOT

REALLY YOUR THING,,

| REALLY
WANT TO
SEE IT!

PRIDE AND PREJDICE
ALMOST MADE HIM

PUKE..,

HE USVUALLY HATES
PERIOD MCVIES,.

AND THE MOVIE 1S ABOVUT
A TRANS WOMAN,,

~

WHAT 1S IT EXACTLY
ABOUT THE MOVIE THAT
INTERESTS YOU?

1 DUNNOG, | LIKE THE
ACTORS,,. HEH HEH




IF 1 COULD GO BACK,
| WOULDVE LIKED TO
NOT TAKE THE EASY

1N

W \¢ ¥ Z N

;Y W W

| THOUGHT ABOVUT IT A
LOT. | SORTED OUT MY

Lo

TWO YEARS OF LEEWAY

ROUTE, 8UT THE TRUTH d d Cg?ﬁF’TFS 0; GENDER,
IS THAT HAVING THOSE ] g SEXUALITY, EMOTIONS,,
|  THINGS | HAD NEVER

BEFORE THE SITUATION
EXPLODED AGAIN WAS

) S

= REFLECTED ON VERY
E‘H‘ ( 2 féz; DEEPLY, OR AT LEAST

NOT CONSCIOUSLY.

A GIFT.

4/

nui

M.

|7

COULD | BE CAPABLE OF FALLING
IN LOVE WITH A WOMAN? DID | LIKE
WOMEN? | CONSIDERED MYSELF
HETERD, BUT LOOKING CVER MY
EXPERIENCE A BIT, | STARTED

TO SEE CLUES,,/

—

A

/ THAT FRIEND YOU
HAD IN SCHOOL WHO
WAS SUUUUCH A FRIEND

ONE, WHEN YOU WERE SO
BOTHERED THAT SHE GOT A
BOYFRIEND AND YOU DIDNT

KNOW WHY,,, ‘

THE TRUTH 1S
THAT | DID LIKE
GUYS. WAS 1 ALSO
ATTRACTED TO
GIELS THIS WHOLE
TIME WITHOUT
KNOWING 177 00

>
-

WILL BE ABLE TO
SEE AN EXAMPLE
OF CONFUSED
BISEXVALITY.

\ IF YOU LOOK TO
YOUR LEFT, YOU

———

BUT THAT WASN'T ALL! ONE DAY | STUM-
BLED UPON AN ARTICLE THAT DISCUSSED
A TERM THAT WAS NEW FOR ME,.

8w ...
.z -': l‘--l".n‘-

0
0
¢
0
L3

DEMISEXUALITY:

Dernisexuvals, or
‘demis," are people
incapable of feeling
sexval attraction
without having
previously formed 3
profound emoTional
link with someone. 1n
genexal, demisexuals
do not feel attraction
1o any gender in
particular and can be

aTlvacted To any SHlT‘

human being. 1T'S ME!

o
4




THAT ARTICLE HAD
SO EXACTLY DESCRIBED
HOW | EXPERIENCED MY
SEXUALITY THAT 1 HAD NO
OTHER CHOICE BUT TO RID
MYSELF OF THE LABEL
OF HETEROSEXVAL.

ACCEPTING THE
TERM "DEMISEXUAL"
MADE ME BEGIN TO

IDENTIFY WITH

SOMETHING
DIFFERENT FROM
HETEROSEXVALITY,
OUTSIDE OF THE NORM
AND WHAT | HAD BEEN
TOLD MY WHOLE LIFE
WAS CORRECT. “28OYS
GO WITH GIaLS.
PERIOD"

e

THE ONLY THING THEY
HAD TAUGHT ME IN =
SCHOOL WAS THAT
BOYS HAVE PENISES
AND GIALS HAVE
VULVAS, AND THAT A
BOY AND A GIRL CAN
GET MARRIED AND
THEN HAVE CHILDREN,

| HAD BEEN DEMI MY

WHOLE LIFE, BUT NO
ONE HAD EXPLAINED ME

THAT THIS OPTION

7 EXISTED.
Na

[SSNS

{

[

_

=1 o
THE EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM DION'T EVEN
CONTEMPLATE TALKING
ABOUT HOMOSEXOALITY, 7 P
MUCH LESS
DEMISEXVALITY, | HAD SPENT MY WHOLE LIFE |
u TRANSSEXUALITY, THINKING THAT SOMETHING
OR BISEXUALITY. WEIRD WAS HAPPENING TO ME. M
2ERO. 21LCH, EVEN BEING TEASED FOR BENG [
SOMETHING | DION'T EVEN

KNOW THAT | WAS. AND 1T .
TURNS OUT THAT THERE WERE
CTHER PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO
FELT THE SAME AS ME.

[IF NN LN NI TN




WHEN | TOLD DIANA ABOUT
DEMISEXVALITY, SHE WAS VERY
GLAD, ALTHOUGH SHE TRIED NOT

TO SHOW IT. (IT SHOWED.)

THINGS GOT

INTENSE. SO YOURE SAYING

YOUVE BEEN ATTRACTED
TO WOMEN?

WELL, I'M NOT
SURE YET, 8T
| THINK SO.

BUT YO
THINK YOU
COULD.

I'D HAVE
TO SEE.

ACCORDING TO THE
ARTICLE, IF THERE'S AN
EMOTIONAL CONNEC-
TION, IT COULD HAPPEN,
COULDN'T IT?
o RN

/

IT COULD.
WHY DO You

A

JUST
WONDERING.

pics

' &

Z—

:



| HAD JUST FINISHED MY
STUDIES AND | WAS UNDER
ENORMOUS PRESSURE TO
FIND A JOB OF MY OWN. IF |
COULDN'T SUPPORT MVYSELF,
| WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE THE
CITY WHERE 1 HAD MY LIFE,
MY FRIENDS, AND MY
POSSIBLE FUTURE CAREER TO
GO BACK TO MY PARENT'S
HOUSE IN A TOWN 300
KILOMETERS AWAY.

| WORKED VERY HARD
SO THAT WOULON'T
HAPPEN, DURING MY
FINAL SEMESTER, |
\WORKED AS A
STORYBOARDER, IN
ANIMATION, ADVERTISING,
AND DESIGN, AS A
CARICATURIST, WHILE
| TRIED TO GET MY
DOSSIERS READY TO
SEND TO PUBLISHERS
AND TOURN IN MY
ASSIGNMENTS FOR
CLASS.

EVERY DAY | LEFT HOME AT
9:00 AM AND CAME BACK AT
9:00 PM, ONLY TO KEEP
WORKING ON MY PORTFOLIO
FOR A FEW MORE HOURS,

N

\

THE AMOUNT OF WORK ON
TOP OF THE UNCERTAINTY OF
NOT UNOWING |IF THE EFFORT
WOULD B8E WORTH IT ALONG
WITH A CASE OF TENDONITIS
TRIPPING ME UP MADE ME FALL
INTO A FULL-ON DEPRESSION.




CLASSES AND THE PRECARIOUS GIGS WERE OVER, | HAD MANAGED TO SET ASIDE A BIT OF EXTRA

MONEY TO THROW AROUND, | WAS ABLE TO REST, AND EVERYTHING STARTED TO GET BETTER

| FINALLY GOT AN
» OPPORTUNITY.

MAX!

GOING ALL OUT!
N P LIVING OFF OF MY
COMICS! TO THE

| FOCUSED ON THE
OPPORTUNITY 200%.

DIANA HAD SUPPORTED ME
THROUGHOUT THAT ENTIRE
CATASTROPHIC PERIOD.

1 WAS SO NERNOUS
AND SO FOCUSED ON
FINISHING THE DOS-

SIER FOR MY PROJECT
THAT | WAS CLUELESS
ABOUT EVERNTHING

THAT WAS HAPPENING

AND KEPT ON DOING
IT UNCONDITIONALLY.

N

EVEN THOUGH FOR
SOME TIME, THE
QUESTION OF HER
GENDER HAD BEEN
BURNING HER UP

FROM THE INSIDE.

OH YEAH! QUEEN!
ROCKSTAR! YOU
CAN DO IT!

IT HAD GONE FROM A
SPARK TO A BLAZE IN
THOSE TWO YEARS.

AND SO AS TO
NOT PUT MORE
PRESSURE ON ME,
DIANA SWALLOWED
HER FEELINGS
UNTIL | TURNED THE
PROPOSAL OVER TO
THE PUBLISHER,










;4 i
ZEN SARA HAS M
APPEARED, A STATE
| OF ENLIGHTEN-
4 MENT INTO WHICH /
| ENTER WHEN
| NEED TO SHE 1S CAPABLE
CONTROL A VERY OF REASONING
FUCKED-UP AND MINIMIZING
SITUATION AT ANYTHING WITH
ALL COSTS. THE SERENITY OF
ONE HUNDRED
DALAI LAMAS.,

| NEVER THOUGHT
THAT SOMETHING LIKE
THIS WOULD DISAPPEAR

OVERNIGHT, TO BE HONEST.

IT MUST € SAID, SHE
s COULD SHOW HERSELF
MORE FREGUENTLY.
- -

33

v / \

IT'S GOING TO BE DIFFICULT

AND MESSY, AND EVERYTHING

WOULD BE SIMPLER ANOTHER
WAY, YES,.

e __d

EVEN THOUGH,
IF I'M HONEST, |
HAD MY HOPES,,

/ OOF,, WELL,

THAT SOUNDED

HORRIBLE. LET ME
EXPLAIN,

IF THAT'S WHAT
NOU ARE, YOU CANT
GO ON REJECTING 1T. .

BUT YOU HAVE TO LIVE
YOUR TRUTH, AND THAT
1S MORE IMPORTANT

"‘\ THAN ANY RELATIONSHIP.




BELIEVE ME,
IF 1 COULD
HOLD IT BACK,
1 WOULD,

BOT.. WHAT'S
GOING TO HAPPEN
TO YOU AND ME?

WERE
GOING TO
TRY.

SEE WHAT
HAPPENS.

AND WHAT
IF... YOU END UP
NOT LIKING
ME?

/IF THAT HAPPENS,

I'LL KEEP ON SUPPORTING
YOU ALWAYS, BUT
AS A FRIEND.

BUT WE WON'T
GO ON OING
SOMETHING THAT
DOESNT MAKE US

\ HAPPY.

| DON'T WANT

WHO YOU ARE.

AND | DON'T WANT YOU

ONLY BECAUSE YOU FEEL
SORRY FOR THEM,

You To STOP BEING

TO GO OUT WITH SOMEONE

SO THEN
WE'LL TRY. WiTH
EVERYTHING
THAT ENTAILS.




THE BAD
THING ABOUT

S THAT
SHE'S LIKE A 0AM
TRYING TO HOLD

IN THE OCEAN.

SOONER
OR LATER,
IT'S GOING
TO END UP
EXPLODING.

20T IM
NOT SURE..,

1 DONT UNOW
IF THIS IS GOING
TO TURN oUT

BUT WHAT IF

I'M ACTUALLY DEMI

AND BISEXVAL?

WHAT 1F
1 ONLY WANT A
QUIET LIFE..

MAN, RIGHT
WHEN WE HAD

JUST MOVED IN
TOGETHER,,




1T ALL CAME BACK: THE

MEANWHILE, | TRIED TO PRETEND bl N N

EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL.

ANXIETY, THE NERVES, ==
AND ABOVE ALL, A GREAT
SADNESS WHOSE SOURCE

1 COULON'T QUITE PUT

MY FINGER ON. IVE
ALREADN TOLD YOU THAT
1 TEND TO THINK

EVERVTHING IS GOING

TO TURN OUT POORLY
FOR ME, SO | WENT BACK
TO THINKING THAT WED

END UP BREAKING LP.

/ WHAT IF OUR
FAMILIES OR
FRIENDS TAKE 1T
POORLN? AND
REJECT US AND
WE END UP ALL
ALONE?

DAMN IT!

| DONT WANT PEOPLE IN
MY LIFE WHO ARE CAPABLE
OF TURNING THEIR BACKS

WHAT IF
THEY KICK
HER OUT?

WHAT IF NO
ONE HIRES HER
BECAUSE SHE'S

TRANS?

ON SOMEONE FOR BEING O
THEMSELVES EITHER. W
IT o]u;:oFuo?zHgAvs BUT WERE WE'VE BEEN
ANALYZING PROS SO GOOP TOGETHER FOR 7
s Al
74 A \ OTHER BETTER
. 0 EVERY DAY,
WHAT IF OUR
FRIENDS ARE > WETEET RORE
TRANSPHORIC? 0 GREAT AND SHE MAKES

ME LAUGH A LOT.,.

THE IMAGE PEOPLE
TEND TO HAVE OF TRANS
REALITIES 1S NOT USUALLY
VERY FAVORABLE, SC THE
o SITUATION SEEMED /i

PRETTY SCARM.




AND ON TOP

OF IT ALL, |

LIKE HER A
LOT...

B JEEE vg

F.l
SOTHEN WHY IN
P THE HECK AM |
OVERTHINKING THIS'?

I'M EATING MYSELF UP

OVER THE CONCEPT OF

THE PERFECT, "NORMAL"

RELATIONSHIP THAT I'VE
IDEALIZED SINCE

| WAS LITTLE!

THE BULLSHIT 1DEAL
OF EOMANTIC LOVE THAT
THEY SELL YOU IN ALMOST
ALLLLLL MOVIES, BOOKS,

AND SERIES EVER MADE

AND EVER TO 8E MADE/

dl I'VE ALWAYS HAD IT IN MY

HEAD THAT TWO WOMEN
TOGETHER IS NOT DESIRABLE

OR NORMAL,,.
\ y

SHE MAKES ME HAPPY,
SUPPORTS ME, AND THAT 18 THE

ONLY THING THAT MATTEQS!/

| LOVE THIS PERSON
AND 1T DOESN'T MAKE A
DIFFERENCE WHAT GENOER
SHE IDENTIFIES WITH!

TO HeLWL
WITH THE
CISHETEROPATRIARCHY!




THIS IS A GRAPHIC EVUREKAL

[| REPRESENTATION | HAVE THE SOWTION TO
OF WHAT WAS THE GENDER DILEMMAL
HAPPENING IN
- MY HEAD.

NN/ =2

WE WANT TO 8E WITH Her!
WE CAN LOVE PEOPLE NO
MATTER THEIR GENDER!

S TR~
29 PEHC B
NEURAL CONNECTION ESTABLISHED
IFA ! ) A AN




H| ~ 4 v

' LISTEN!

| LOVE YOU.
AND NO GENDER
IS GOING TO
CHANGE THAT.

SHE HAS ACCEPTED
HER SEXVAL
CRIENTATION ONCE

AND FOR ALL,




] YV V VvV

C
" BREAKING
d VP!

COMMUNICATION,
SUPPORT, AND EMPATHY

HAVE BEEN KEY TO THE
WHOLE PROCESS.

9

THERE'S NO o rrﬂ
' 2OOM IN THIS
THATS NOT HOUSE FOR ANY DOESNT AIT
TO SAY THAT POESNT 1T
el NOUR PILES
T OF COMICS!
SOMETIMES,,

/ /" Ao even
THE THING 1S THAT NOTHING THOUGH WE KNEW

HAS CHANGED BETWEEN US! WSSSNITH%E?AET:SY
IF ANYTHING, WERE MORE SINCERE st gl
AND UNDERSTANDING WITH EACH W
OTHER. WE FIGUZED OUT oL
OUR SITUATION!

THERE WAS
ONLY ONE
THING LEFT,,




COME OUT OF THE CLOSET
TO THE REST OF THE WORLD,




