DEDICATION TO COME
(TO COME DURING PM
LASER ROUTING)

WALUK TRIED TO FALL
ASLEEP IN HIS HOLE
IN THE ICE.

g -~ .

HE DREAMED THAT
HIS MOTHER WAS -

NO ONE IN THE WORLD couLb
HAVE FELT MORE ALONE AND
UNLOVED

HIS MOTHER HAD ABANDONED HIM. |

V&7 a2k f““i.'

HE COULD FEEL HER WARM

TONGUE

CARESSING HIS EARS,

LICKING HIS FACE. % LICKING HIS EYES.
* \ R

HE
HA

BEGAN TO FEEL
PPY AGAIN.

Ly

HE WAS HUNGRY AND VER
TIRED, BUT HE COULDN'T

[ SLEEP A WINK.

BUT FINALLY, HE SLEPT.

VNS N ..#*I
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HE WOKE UP WITH
A CRAMP IN HIS
STOMACH.

HE WAS USED TO EATING
FREQUENTLY. HUNGER WAS

A NEW SENSATION FOR HIM.

HIS ONLY FOOD FOR DAYS HAD BEEN
SEAWEED AND DEAD FISH THAT HE
FOUND WASHED UP ON THE SHORE.

HIS MOTHER WAS VERY STRONG.
WALUK JUST FELT SMALL AND

HE SAW SEALS
SUNBATHING IN
THE DISTANCE, BUT
HUNTING THEM

SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE.

WHILE HE WAS WALKING ACROSS
THE SNOW, HE REMEMBERED HOW
HIS MOTHER HAD HUNTED A BELUGA
WHALE THAT HAD GOTTEN TRAPPED
IN THE ICE. SHE PULLED IT OUT OF
THE WATER WITH HER CLAWS AND
DRAGGED IT A LONG WAY.

THAT MORNING,

HE WOULD TRY TO

EAT SOMETHING
NOURISHING AND EASY
TO CATCH.
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THAT SAME MORNING NEAR
WHERE WALUK SLEPT,
ANOTHER BEAR ALSO FELT
VERY ALONE.

HE WAS AN OLD BEAR NAMED
MANITOK. IN HIS YOUTH, HE
WEIGHED AS MUCH AS 1,300
POUNDS. HIS BODY STRETCHED
OUT ALMOST 13 FEET WHEN HE
LAY IN THE SNOW.

MANITOK COULDN'T
SEE MUCH AND
COULD SMELL EVEN
LESS. HE DIDN'T
HAVE ENOUGH BODY
FAT TO KEEP WARM.

ANYTHING HE COULD FIND TO FILL HIS
BELLY WHEN OFF IN THE DISTANCE, HE
SAW WALUK.

WALUK LOOKED DEAD, BUT
MANITOK TRIED TO SENSE WITH
HIS TONGUE IF THERE WAS ANY
HEAT LEFT IN HIS BODY.

MANITOK WAS WANDERING THROUGH - —__f..—\h\
THE FROZEN TUNDRA IN SEARCH OF = ’—_'*‘\\ _
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TAKE IT
EASY, LITTLE GUY.
YOU PASSED OUT.
| WAS JUST TRYING
TO WAKE YOU UP.

| DON'T
NEED

ANYONE'S

HELP.

WELL, YOU LOOK
PRETTY WEAK AND THIN.
| DON'T THINK YOU'LL
EVEN MAKE IT TO
WINTER.

MY MOTHER
WILL BE BACK SOON.
'LL DRINK HER MILK,
AND I'LL BE THE
BIGGEST BEAR
WHO'S EVER
LIVED!

SURE YOU WILL...
BUT DON'T THINK YOU'RE
GOING TO BECOME LIKE THE
GREAT BEAR NANOOK BY
EATING DUCK EGGS.

15
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WELL, I'M

MOM. SHE WENT
TO HUNT SEALS
FOR ME.

HAA HAA!
STOP OR YOU'LL
MAKE ME CRY
LAUGHING! IT'S SO
COLD THE TEARS
WILL FREEZE MY
EYES SHUT.

JUST WAITING FOR MY

MY
MOTHER
HASN'T
COME BACK,
AND | HAVE
TO EAT WHAT
| CAN
FIND.

I'M VERY
COLD AND
HUNGRY.

POOR LITTLE GUY.
BUT, UH...UNTIL YOoU
FIND YOUR MOM, YOoU
GOTTA KEEP EATING.

IF YOU WANT TO BE LIKE
YOU'LL HAVE TO FEED ON

THE GREAT NANOOK,

SEAL BLUBBER AND
WHALE FAT.

SURE. LIKE IT'S
THAT EASY.

THE SEALS
LAUGH AT ME. NOT
EVEN THE PUNY
LEMMINGS ARE
AFRAID OF ME.

NAH, THAT'S
NO PROBLEM,
BUDDY.

I'M MANITOK! DESCENDED FROM
THE LEGEND OF THE GREAT WHITE
BEARS. | KNOW HOW TO HUNT
ANYTHING.

OF COURSE! SEALS,
WALRUSES, BELUGAS,
LEMMINGS, RAZORBILLS,
HUMANS--

THEN WHY ARE
YOU SO THIN?

WELL, IT'S
AGE...SEE, 'M NOT
AS GOOD AS | USED

TO BE.

FRANKLY, IT'S
BEEN A LITTLE WHILE
SINCE I'VE GORGED ON A
SEA LION--TAKEN HIM DOWN
WITH MY FANGS, YA KNOW,
LIKE IT'S NO BIG DEAL.

16

PERHAPS BECAUSE THEY WERE
BOTH SO LONELY, WALUK AND
MANITOK BECAME FAST FRIENDS.
BUT EVERY DAY WHEN THEY
WOKE UP, IT WAS THE SAME
STORY...

| CAN'T GET
RID OF THIS DARN
COLD! MY NOSE
IS ALWAYS
STUFFY!

SMELL FOOD,

WALUK HAD NOTICED A WHILE

AGO THAT MANITOK HAD A
POOR SENSE OF SMELL.

| SMELL
WARM SEAL.
IT'S SUNBATHING
SOMEWHERE
OVER THERE.

THE SEALS HAVE GONE
TO FISH UNDER THE
ICE, BUT THEY HAVE TO
COME UP TO BREATHE AT
THESE HOLES.

WE'LL EACH
TAKE A HOLE.

AS SOON AS A SEAL
STICKS HIS HEAD OUT, YOU GRAB
HIM AND PULL HIM OUT OF THE
WATER. UNDERSTAND?

BUT COVER
THAT BLACK SNOUT
OF YOURS WITH YOUR PAW
SO YOU'LL BLEND IN WITH
THE ICE. OTHERWISE, YOU'LL
SCARE THEM, AND THEY
WON'T COME UPR

17
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C'MON! THAT'S HOW
YOU'RE GONNA CATCH
A SEAL?

THAT'S HOW
YOU'RE GOING TO
GET AS BIG AS

NANOOK?

ONE OF MY
PAWS FELL
ASLEEP.

POLAR BEARS
DON'T GET
TIRED.

BESIDES,

I'M BORED!

WE'VE BEEN HERE
FOREVER AND
NOTHING'S COME OUT.

YOU HAVE TO
STAY THERE AS LONG
AS IT TAKES, MINUTES,
HOURS, DAYS...

BECAUSE WE ARE
BEARS. WE HUNT,
WE FIGHT, WE SLEEPR,
WE PLAY...BUT WE DO
NOT KNOW HOW
TO BE BORED!

18

EAT RAZORBILLS AND

I'D RATHER

CRABS THAN SPEND
MY LIFE WATCHING
A HOLE.

" IF YOU HAD

INSTEAD
OF MAKING
ME EXPLAIN

BEEN PATIENT

PATIENCE...! J

WE'D BE
FEASTING
RIGHT
Now!

~
Lo

SNIFF
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A YOUNG BEAR LIKE WALUK CAN RUN
AS FAST AS 40 MILES PER HOUR. AN
OLD BEAR, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS
TROUBLE JUST PUTTING ONE FOOT
IN FRONT OF THE OTHER. SO IT TOOK
MANITOK SEVERAL HOURS TO CATCH
UP TO THE HEADSTRONG WALUK.

OOFF...WHAT'S
GOTTEN INTO
You, KID?

BUT YOU'RE NOT
A BOTHER. TRUST

I'D RATHER LIVE ALONE
AGAIN THAN BE A
BOTHER TO ANYONE.

ME, WALUK.

IF | WEREN'T
A BOTHER, MY

MOTHER WOULDN'T

HAVE ABANDONED ME.

WHAT? NO,
WAY, KID. ALL OF
US BEARS ARE
ABANDONED
BY OUR
MOTHERS.

EVEN ME.
MY MOTHER LEFT ME
WHEN | WAS ONLY
ONE AND A HALF IT'S
NOTHING PERSONAL.

DID SHE
LEAVE You
WHILE YoU
WERE OoUT
PLAYING
TOO?

YEAH, WELL...
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT. ACTUALLY,
IT WAS WORSE.

20

-

| SNATCHED THE SEAL SKIN
TO PLAY TOO, BUT THEY WERE
UPSET AND STARTED YELLING
AND CHASING AFTER ME.
WHEN | WENT BACK TO LOOK
FOR MY MOTHER AND SISTER,
THEY WERE GONE.

A GROUP OF HUMANS WERE
PLAYING WITH A SEAL SKIN TIED
UP IN A BALL, KICKING IT AROUND.
IT WAS FOGGY, AND | SNUCK AWAY
FROM MY MOTHER AND SISTER TO
GO PLAY WITH THE HUMANS.

THEN WHAT
DID You
Do?

THE FOG LIFTED A BIT,
AND | HEARD SOUNDS
LIKE THUNDER. THEN
LATER...| SAW HOW THE
HUMANS HAD TAKEN THE
SKIN OFF MY MOTHER
AND SISTER...AS IF

THEY WERE SEALS.

21
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YEAH,

WE STAY A FEW MONTHS

WHAT'S A

HUMAN?

A HUMAN?
IT’S HARD TO
DESCRIBE...

THEY DON'T HAVE FUR. THAT'S WHY THEY TAKE OURS. THEY ALL LOOK ALIKE. THEY ALWAYS WALK LIKE BIRDS ON TWO
PAWS, BUT THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO FLY. THEIR CLAWS ARE VERY WEAK, AND THEY USE THEM TO BRING FOOD TO THEIR
MOUTHS BECAUSE THEY HAVE FLAT SNOUTS. THEIR SENSE OF SMELL...BAH! THEY DON'T EVEN HAVE ONE. BESIDES, THEY
BARELY KNOW HOW TO RUN OR JUMP OR SWIM. AND WHEN THEY TRY, THEY TIRE QUICKLY. EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE STICKS
THAT KILL FROM FAR AWAY, THEY ARE WARY AND USUALLY GO OUT IN GROUPS. IF YOU SEE A HUMAN ALONE WITHOUT HIS

STICK, DON'T MISS THE CHANCE TO EAT HIM. EVEN THOUGH THEY DON'T HAVE MUCH FAT, THEY'RE QUITE TASTY.

HAVE You
EVER HUNTED
A HUMAN?

WELL, ONE TIME WHEN | WAS
YOUNG, | WENT SWIMMING, AND
A WHALE HUNTER TRIED TO KILL

ME. BUT BEFORE HE COULD, | _,/

JUMPED ON TOP OF HIS BOAT L

AND TORE OFF ONE OF HIS
LITTLE PAWS IN ONE BITE. | o,
COULDN'T FINISH HIM THOUGH N
BECAUSE HIS PEOPLE CAME e
TO RESCUE HIM. BUT WHAT
| DID TASTE WAS DELICIOUS. {?
THEY MUST BE RAISED ON
SARDINES LIKE SEALS.

M —

e

LI

AND THAT SHE SHAPED ME INTO A

DO YOU KNOW
HOW POLAR BEARS
ARE BORN?

MY MOTHER SAID | WAS BORN
KE A LITTLE BALL OF WHITE FAT

BEAR WITH HER TONGUE.

OF Us.

BUT THE

FUR.

THAT'S WHAT
THEY TELL ALL

TRUTH IS THAT
WE'RE BORN

VERY TINY AND
WITHOUT ANY

IN THE ICE DEN, DRINKING
OUR MOTHER'S RICH MILK.
IN NO TIME AT ALL,
WE'RE TRUE BEARS.

rl:'"q“":\ 3
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WELL, OF COURSE. ALL
US BEARS DO. BUT NANOOK
GREW A LOT MORE THAN THE
REST, GETTING STRONGER
AND SMARTER. HE JUST
MIGHT LIVE FOREVER.

DID THE GREAT
BEAR NANOOK
GROW UP LIKE
THAT TOO?

HAVE You
EVER SEEN
HIM?

MANY TIMES!
HE’'S THE ONE WHO
KEEPS US SAFE FROM
OUR ONLY ENEMY...THE
FURLESS ONES...
THE HUMANS.

23

HOW
DOES HE
DO THAT?

I'D LOVE TO

IS STRONGER MEET HIM.

AND SMARTER

THAN ALL THE

HUMANS PUT
TOGETHER.

I'VE SEEN HIM STIR UP THE
SEA WITH HIS PAWS MAKING
THEIR BIG RAFTS SINK. HE
BLOWS BLIZZARDS WITH HIS
GREAT LUNGS TO KEEP THEM
FROM GOING WHERE THE SEALS
LIVE AND KILLING THEM.

4/23/13 2:22 PM

15980_T_.indd 22-23



WALUK AND MANITOK
CONTINUED HUNTING
TOGETHER FOR SOME
TIME UNTIL ONE DAY...

LA
DELICIOUS
SMELL!

IT's
COMING
FROM THE

YEAR BECAUSE THEY KNEW IT MIGHT BE ONE OF THEIR LAST
CHANCES TO SEE THIS ENDANGERED SPECIES. AS GLOBAL WARMING
MELTED THE ICE AND CHANGED THE CLIMATE, THE BEARS’ FOOD

BECAME SCARCER. SO THE BEARS WERE FORCED TO FEED ON

1 WHATEVER THEY coU

LD FIND...

.

il

D" 1

__‘_,_..--"-

7R
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WHAT IDIOT NE
THROWS A PIECE i
OF TOAST TO A
POLAR BEAR!?
AND WITHOUT /'
BACON! _.

26

WHERE THEY TOSS

LET'S GO
TO THE TOWER

THE SARDINES.
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THE TOWER IS
WHERE THE FLYING

MANITOK, HUMANS TAKE
WHAT’S THE SHELTER. THEY
TOWER? THROW US
SARDINES.

THEY DON'T, BUT
THEY GO UP IN THESE
ENORMOUS INSECTS
WHO SEEM TO OBEY
THEM FOR SOME
REASON.

BUT YOU TOLD
ME HUMANS
DON'T KNOW

HOW TO FLY.

G S D TS
S —

THE SCIENTISTS KNEW THAT GLOBAL WARMING
WAS MAKING THE ICE MELT, BUT POLAR BEARS
NEED ICE TO HUNT SEALS AND CHASE FOXES.
THE SCIENTISTS WANTED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT

BEARS, SO THEY WOULD LURE THE BEARS TO THE
TOWER TO COUNT AND MARK THEM.

SOMETIMES A HELICOPTER WOULD
LAND IN THE VICINITY AND FRIGHTEN
ALL THE BEARS WITH ITS TERRIBLE
NOISE...WELL, ALL THE BEARS EXCEPT
MANITOK, WHO WAS OLD ENOUGH TO
KNOW THAT HELICOPTERS DIDN'T DO
ANYTHING EXCEPT MAKE NOISE.

MANITOK ISN'T AFRAID OF
ANYTHING. HE'S SO BRAVE. HE
CHASES THE HUMANS WHO GET
OUT OF THE FLYING INSECT.
HE RATTLES THE LADDER
WHEN THEY'RE TRYING
TO CLIMB UP IT.

THEY cLimB )
FASTER THAN
FRIGHTENED
LEMMINGS.

AND EVEN THOUGH
THEY SCREAM
AT HIM, MANITOK
GROWLS BACK
EVEN LOUDER.

—

I'VE EVEN SEEN HIM BITE
THE TOWER.

NAHH...JUST
A LITTLE. | DON'T
WANT TO BREAK
THE FEW TEETH
| HAVE LEFT.

28

WHO'S THIS
YOUNG EGG-EATER

WITH You?

THIS IS WALUK, AND HE'S THE SMARTEST
CUB I'VE EVER MET. ONE DAY HE'LL
BE ABLE TO SURVIVE EVEN IN THE
KINGMERSOARIARTORFIGSSUAK.

T
I'M TEACHING
HIM SO HE CAN
K DEFEND US AGAINST
.| THE FURLESS ONES WHO
& COME TO STEAL OUR FUR.
e ONE DAY YOU'RE GONNA

- HEAR TALK ABOUT HIM
— — e = JUST LIKE NANOOK.

@, ~ -
QS >
f & 4 =g ~ il
f ?
|
A .
. [

BUT IT'S GETTING
LATE, AND WE'D
BETTER GET ON

OUR WAY.

29
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MANITOK,
WHAT WAS THAT LONG
WORD THAT YOU SAID
BACK THERE?

IT'S THE MOST NORTHERN
PLACE THERE IS--THE MOST
DESOLATE SPOT
IN THE WORLD.

THERE ISN'T ANYTHING
THERE. NO FISH, NO BIRDS,
NO SEALS. JUST SKY AND ICE.
ONLY THE GREATEST OF
BEARS WOULD BE ABLE TO
LIVE OFF HIS FAT AND
SURVIVE THERE.

KINGMERSOARIARTORFIGSSUAK?

SO WHY DIDN'T
WE STAY WITH THE
OTHERS?

IT'S SIMPLE.
WE'RE GOING TO TAKE
A MORE PROFITABLE
ROUTE. YOU GOTTA KEEP
IN MIND THE EFFORT IT
TAKES TO FIND FOOD.

LOOK, WALUK, IT'S
A FACT THAT EVERY YEAR THERE
IS LESS ICE AND FEWER HOLES
TO HUNT SEALS. A FEW HOLES ARE
LEFT, BUT | GUARANTEE YOU THAT
WHILE THOSE BUMS BEG FOR A
SARDINE, WE'LL SATE OURSELVES
WITH JUST A STROLL.

THEN ONE DAY,
WALUK CAUGHT A
SEAL AS IT SLEPT
IN ITS BURROW.

HUNGRY, HUNT

LAZY THIEF!
IF YOU'RE

YOUR OWN
FOOD!

30

GRRRR!
YOU'LL NEVER
STEAL AGAIN!

I'M GONNA
GET You!

SEE? WHAT'D | TELL YA?
CHASING AFTER THAT FOX,
YOU NOT ONLY LOST THE
MEAT HE STOLE, YOU LOST
THE ENERGY IT WOULD
HAVE TAKEN TO HUNT
ANOTHER SEAL.

RIGHT.

UGHHH...
YEAH. YOU'RE

I'LL NEVER
CHASE ANOTHER
FOX. I'LL GIVE
HIM A PIECE OF
WHATEVER |
CATCH BEFORE
HE TAKES IT.

31
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AS WINTER APPROACHED, IT GOT HARDER AND
HARDER FOR THE BEARS TO SURVIVE. POLAR
BEARS ARE ACTIVE ALL YEAR ROUND. SO IF FOOD

IS SCARCE, THE BEARS HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO EAT
EVEN IF IT MEANS VENTURING CLOSE TO HUMANS.
ONE DAY, WALUK FOUND HE WAS STEPPING ON
DIFFERENT GROUND. IT WAS ROUGH AND IT
SMELLED STRANGE. IT WAS WARM AND VERY BLACK.

WHAT'S
THIS STUFF,
MANITOK?

IT'S A ROAD THAT
THE HUMANS USE TO MOVE
AROUND. THEY GO FROM ONE
PLACE TO ANOTHER VERY FAST
INSIDE THESE CREATURES
WITH ROUND PAWS.

LOOK,
WALUK! HERE
COMES ONE,
YOU SEE?

YOU CAN'T
RIGHT?

EAT THOSE,

NO, NO. THEY

RUN, BUT YOU CAN'T
HUNT THEM. YOU'LL LOSE
YOUR TEETH IF YOU BITE
THEM, AND THEY STINK.

YOU SEE WHY WE CAN
SURVIVE ANYWHERE?
BEARS AREN'T THE
LEAST BIT FINICKY.

ALL WE NEED IS THE
COLD BECAUSE WE

CAN'T SHED THIS FUR.

THIS IS THE PLACE WHERE
BEARS COME WHEN WE'RE
VERY HUNGRY. THE HUMANS
THROW AWAY HALF-EATEN
FOOD AND THEN BURN IT.
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BLUBBER!
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